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(d) downloadmg said pres cription data from said carrier through said interface 
at said pharmacy; and 

(e) filling said prescriptiofi at said pharmacy. 



2.(AMBNDED) A method as 
entering a first access code into said carrier 
uploading step. 



sfct forUi in Claim 1, further including the step of 
tjo enable access to said prescription data prior to said 




(b) 
(c) 
(d) 



3,(AMENDKD) A method as set forth in Claim 1, forOier including the steps of; 
(a) operating a digital clo ck/calendar within said carrier to generate internal 
values of time and da e; 

- with a prescription compliance switch interfaced to 



providing said carrier > 
said clock/calendar; 
operating said complibnce switch by a patient upon taking a medication 
specified by said pres" ^riplion; and 

storing in a compliancSe memory within said carrier respective values of 



ide 



time and date occuning upon operation of said compliance switch. 



(c) 
(d) 



periodically comparinf ; 
date with said schedule 



4.(AMENDED) A method as se t forth in Claim 3, further including the steps of: 

(a) providing said carrier with an annunciator element; 

(b) entering into said carri ^r by said phannacist schedule data defining a 
prescription schedule c omprising a plurality of sets of schedule times and 
dates at which a paticujt is to take a medication specified by prescription; 

; within said carrier said intema) values of time and 
; times and dates; and 
activating said annunciator element upon said internal values of time and 
date matching a set of i aid schedule time and schedule date. 



5.(AM RNDED) A method as set 
said prescription carrier having a comnmnicai 



forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of providing 
ion interface includes the step of providing said 
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prescription carrier witli an infrared data commui^icatton interface. 



6.(AMENDED) 
(a) 




A metliod is set forth in Claim 1, fiiither including the steps of: 
uploading prescrij tion data defining a plurality of prescriptions for a 
plurality of medications into said canier through said interface; 

prescription data through said interface; and 
prescriptions defined by said prescription data, 



(b) downloading said 

(c) filling each of said 




7.(AMENDED) A method iov conveyitig a prcscribed medication to a patient, the 
method comprising the steps of: 1 

(a) providing a digital prescription carrier including a read/write memory and 
a communication interface; 

entering a first acce is code into said carrier to enable soflwaie access 
thereto; 

uploading prescription data defining a prescription into said carrier 
through said interface, said prescription calling for the use of a selected 
medication of a sclc Jted dosage on a selected schedule; 
transferring said can ier by a patient to a pharmacy; 
entering a second ac ^ess code into said carrier to enable software access 
thereto; 

downloading said pr ascription data fvr>m said carrier through said interface 



(b) 
(0) 

(d) 
(e) 

(f) 

(g) 



at said pharmacy; and 
filling said prescript 



Ion by said pharmacist. 



S.(AMENDED) A method as set forth in Claim 7, further including the steps of: 
(a) operating a digital clock/calendar within said carrier to generate intemal 
values of time and date; 

providing said carrier With a prescription compliance switch interfaced to 
said clock/calendar; \ 



(b) 



operating said compliance switch by a patient vpon taking a medication 
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1 

tion; 



specified by said prescriition; and 
(d) storing in a compliance i memory withiii said carrier respective values of 
time and date occurring upon operation of said compliance switch. 




9, (AMENDED) A method as set 

(a) providing said carrier wiih 

(b) entering into said earner 
prescription schedule coi 
dates at which a patient i 
prescription; 

(c) periodically comparing 
date with said schedule 

(d) activating said annunciatjor 
date matching a set of sa 



(jorth in Claim 8, further including the steps of: 

an annunciator clement; 
by said pharmacist schedule data defining a 
uprising a plurality of sets of schedule times and 
5 to take a medication specified by said 



\dthin said carrier said internal values of time and 
tjmes and dates; and 

clement upon said internal values of time and 
d schedule time and schedule date. 



lO.(AMENDED) A method as set forth in Claim 9 wherem said annunciator clement 



includes a vibrating element. 



1 1 .(AMENDED) A method as set 
interface includes an infrared data communication 



: brth in Claim 7, wherein said communication 
interface. 



1 2.(AMENDED) A method as set hrXh in Claim 7, further including the steps of: 

(a) uploading, by a physiciat i, prescription data defining a plurality of 
prescriptions for a plurality of medicaltons to be taken on a plurality of 
schedules into said canier tlirough said interface; 

(b) downloading, by a pharmacist, said prescription data through said 
interface; and \ 

(c) filling each of said prescri >tions defined by said prescription data. 



13.(AMENDED) A method as set foi ih in Claim 7, further including tlie steps of: 
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(a) 
(b) 





(c) 
(d) 



UNAMENDED) 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(d) 



(e) 
(0 



providing said carrier with an aainunciator clemeul; 

entering into said carrier, by said pharmacist for each of said prescriptions, 

schedule data defining a respective prescription schedule comprising a 

plurality of sets of sishedule times and dates at wliich a patient is to take a 

medication spccifiec by the respective prescription; 

periodically comparing within said earner said internal values of time and 

dale with said sched lie times and dates; and 

activating said annu iciator element upon said internal values of time and 
date matching a set i >f said schedule time and date. 



A digital prescriptio 
a carrier housing; 
a central processing 
a display device pos 
capable of displayin 



n carrier apparatus comprising: 



unit (CPU) positioned witliin said housing; 
tioned on said housing, interfaced to said CPU, and 
z alphanumeric characters; 
input/output (I/O) interface circuitry positioned in said housing and 
interfaced to said CRU, said I/O circuitry being capable of interfacing said 
CPU to an external c miputer to exchange data therewith; 
data memory circuitr / positioned within said housing; and 
prescription software stored in said memory to be processed by said CPU, 
wherein, 

the CPU and the I/O < ircuitry cooperate to enable 

upload ng, by a prescriber, of prescription data representing 

a prescription into said mcmoiy circuitry, and 
downlpading of said prescription data at a pharmacy. 



15.(AM£NDBD) A digital presci|ption carrier apparatus as set foilli in Claim 14, 
further includmg: 

(a) a real-time clock/calend^ positioned within said housing and interfaced to 
said CPU; 
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(b) an alert device positioned within said housing and interfaced to said CPU; 
and 

(c) said prescription sojftware cooperating with said prescription data, said 
clock/calendar, and said alert device to cause activation of said alert device 
when a dose of medication prescribed by said prescription data is to be 
taken. 1 

16. (AMENDED) A digital prescriplidn carrier apparatus as set fortli in Claim 1 5, 
fuither including: 

(a) a compliance switch positio ned on said housing and interfaced to said 
CPU; and 

(b) said prescription software c* )operating with said compliance switch to 
record in said data memory drcuitry an occuiTOtice of the operation of said 
compliance switch subsequent to activation of said alert device. 

17. (AMENDED) A digital prescription carrier apparatus as set forth in claim 1 5 
wherein said alert device includes at least one of: 

(a) a sonic alert device interfaces to said CPU; or 

(b) a vibrating alert device interfaced to said CPU. 



carrier apparatus as set fortli in Claim 14, 
! itioncd on said housing an interfaced to said 



1 8,(AMENDED) A digital prescription 
further including: 

(a) a plurality of key switches poi 
CPU; 

(b) said prescription software caui ing uploaded prescription data to generate a 
schedule of dose times for am3dication represented by said prescription 
data; and 

(c) operation of said key switches snabling review of said schedule of dose 
times for said medication in co >peration with said display device. 



6 
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'9,(AMENDED) A digital prescription earner apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 4 
wfierein said I/O interface circuitry iticludes an infrared data link. 




20.(NEW) A method as se 



forth in Claim 1 , further incUidtng the step of entering a 
; \ second access code into said carrier t4 enable access to said prescription data prior to said 
downloading step. 
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